APPLICATION	
  
APPLICATION: HOW CAN THE TIMELESS TRUTHS OF THIS BOOK OR PASSAGE
BE PUT INTO PRACTICE IN THE 21ST CENTURY?
APPLICATION BUILDS ON YOUR OBSERVATIONS AND INTERPRETATIONS.
§

The quality and depth of your application will depend on quality and depth of your
observation and interpretation.

§

With application you take the observations and interpretations and determine what the
Timeless Truths are. (See "Application: The Goal of Bible Study" on page 76).

APPLICATION IS THE GOAL OF BIBLE STUDY!
The Scriptures demand a response and changed lives. Application is looking into the mirror of the
Scriptures and walking away a changed person.

"But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.
For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man
who observes his natural face in a mirror; for he observes himself and
goes away and at once forgets what he was like. But he who looks
into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no
hearer that forgets but a doer that acts, he shall be blessed in his
doing."
James 1:22-25
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PRINCIPLES	
  OF	
  APPLICATION	
  
THE GOAL OF APPLICATION
As we immerse ourselves in Scripture, our goal is to develop within ourselves the mind and heart
of God. We want to be able to think and respond to every situation the way God would. As we
renew our minds with Scripture, being careful to put its teachings into practice, we are transformed
from spiritual caterpillars to beautiful butterflies that reflect the grace and glory of Jesus Christ.

THE 3 STEPS OF APPLICATION
STEP 1: UNDERSTANDING THE ORIGINAL SITUATION
1) God's Word is Timely
He spoke to specific situations, problems and questions. God becomes personally involved in
peoples’ lives in the Bible. He doesn't offer pious platitudes; He speaks directly to their needs in
ways appropriate to their situations. This is good because we are given concrete examples
rather than abstract. But the concrete nature of Scripture creates problems. Our situations,
problems and questions are not always directly related to those of the Bible. Therefore, God's
word to them does not always seem immediately relevant to us.
2) Timely, Yet Timeless
Fortunately, Scripture is not only timely but timeless. Just as God spoke to the original
audience, so he still speaks to us through the pages of Scripture. Because we share a common
humanity with the people of the Bible, we discover a universal dimension in the problems they
faced and the solutions God gave them. Our job is to discover how to apply those passages
which seem outdated and irrelevant, which are so timely that they appear to have lost their
timeless dimension, and how to apply those parts of Scripture that were written to questions,
needs and problems we no longer face.
3) Becoming a Time Traveler: Crossing the Barriers
Crossing the Time Barrier
We often lack important information regarding the historical context in which the events of the
Bible took place. Unless we understand this, we may hear what the author is saying, but we
don't know why he is saying it.
Crossing the Cultural Barrier
The events of the Bible took place in many different cultures: Egyptian, Canaanite, Babylonian,
Jewish, Greek and Roman, to name a few. It is not uncommon, therefore, to read about
customs or beliefs that seem strange to us since they are so far removed from 21st century
culture.
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Crossing the Geographical Barrier
As we learn about biblical geography, many Bible passages take on new meaning. There are
several ways to become familiar with biblical geography. Many Bibles include maps for the
reader to consult. A good Bible atlas or a Bible dictionary can also supply valuable information
about unfamiliar places.
Crossing the Reading Barrier
Our success in understanding the Bible will depend on how skillful we are at reading. One
aspect, therefore, of learning how to study the Bible focuses on acquiring reading skills – the
kind of skills that will help us whether we are reading the Bible, a novel, a magazine, or a
newspaper. Some guidelines:
§
§
§
§

Identify the Type of Literature
Get an overview of the book
Study the book passage by passage
Be sensitive to the mood of the book

STEP 2: FINDING TIMELESS TRUTHS
Learning to generalize is one of the most important steps in applying the Bible. When, on the
surface, a passage seems to have little application to our situation today; we need to look beneath
the surface for a general principle.
Building from Interpretation
If you took the time to understand the situation of the Original Reader and attempted to cross the
time, cultural, geographical and reading barriers, a general principle (or timeless truth) should be
obvious by the time you reach the end of interpretation. In interpretation you will come to see God’s
character revealed in how He related to specific people and how He called them to act when facing
particular situations. Once you see this, you will recognize the timeless elements of the ways God
acts, His character, who His people are and how He expects them to act. When you see these
things, by stripping off the historical setting (geography, culture, time) they can be re-written as
general principles.
Levels of Application
The Bible contains many levels of application. These levels are like a pyramid, with a few
commands at the pinnacle and all the others at various levels between the pinnacle and the base.
The principles at the top of the pyramid are more general and abstract. The commands nearer to
the base of the pyramid are more specific, detailed and concrete. The commands can seem
pointless or obscure until we move up to the higher levels on the pyramid to discover the principles
or reasons for them (e.g. Deut. 22:8). Conversely, the principles near the top of the pyramid often
seem vague and abstract until they are fleshed out by the more concrete principles near the base
(e.g. Rom. 12:9). If we realize every passage is part of the larger biblical pyramid with its various
levels, applying the Bible becomes much easier. If a passage appears too specific to apply to our
situation, we simply move up a level, looking for a general principle to apply.
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Level 1: The Most General
Level 2: More General
Level 3: The Most Specific
3 Important Questions to Ask When Finding General Principles
1) Question 1: Does the author state a general principle?
2) Question 2: Why was this specific command/instruction given?
3) Question 3: Does the broader context reveal a general principle?
Principles vs. Proof-texts
Finding general principles in Scripture is not the same as looking for proof-texts. Neither is
attempting to tie up the truths of Scripture into neat propositional packages. Rather, we look
beyond the specific commands, examples and promises in order to seek the mind and heart of
God. We want to grasp not only what God said (although that is extremely important) but also why
he said it. Our passion is to develop a godly mindset, a worldview that is shaped by the broad
scope of Scripture.

STEP 3: APPLYING GENERAL PRINCIPLES TODAY
Many Christians don't take the time to reflect on how a principle might apply to the situations they
face (problem #1). Others make the opposite mistake of applying a principle to situations for which
they were never intended (problem #2).
Problem #1: Don’t Stop At a ’Fridge Magnet’ Application
Leaving your application at a general principle is like having a fridge magnet that says “God is
Love” (general principle), which is true, but not necessarily
helpful in how to practically respond to particular situations
GENERAL
like dealing with a difficult co-worker, caring for an elderly
PRINCIPLE
parent or making life-decisions.
Remember how we
“stripped” the interpretation of its
historical background
Time
to find the general principle? Well, to get to a practical
Time
Culture
Culture
Geography
application now we want to re-dress the general principle in Geography
the time, culture and geography of the 21st century. Taking
INT
APP
the general principle and asking how it could be or would be
expressed in various aspects of our lives, the church and
society.
Problem #2: Determining the Situation to Apply a General Principle
The following guidelines can be used to help in determining if a principle in Scripture should be
applied to particular situation:
1) APPLY A PRINCIPLE TO AN IDENTICAL SITUATION:
AS WE READ THE BIBLE THERE WILL BE TIMES WHEN THE SITUATION FACED BY THE ORIGINAL READER IS
IDENTICAL TO OUR OWN.
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APPLYING A PRINCIPLE TO A COMPARABLE SITUATION:
How can we know if our situation is truly comparable to one in Scripture?
First we must identify the key elements which are common to both the original situation and the
principle we wish to apply.
Then we must determine whether our situation contains each of the key elements.
2) APPLYING A PRINCIPLE TO A DIFFERENT SITUATION
A contemporary situation must always be comparable to the original situation in one respect:
both must share the same key elements found in the general principle. When we are looking for
contemporary situations that are comparable to those in Scripture, we only need to be
concerned about the key elements, not the superficial resemblance, or lack thereof, between
our situation and the original one.
The Importance of Meditation
Application begins on our knees. We must ask the Lord to reveal those areas of our lives that need
to be transformed by His Word and His Spirit. This can happen through effective meditation which
must be done both thoughtfully and prayerfully.
Asking the Broader Questions
Unfortunately, many of us think only about our personal lives and in so doing blunt the full impact
of Scripture. When you discover a biblical principle, be sure to ask the broader questions as well.
How might it affect your church or community? Does it have any ethical or social implications?
What about economic or political implications?

SPECIFIC	
  TYPES	
  OF	
  APPLICATION	
  
APPLYING BIBLICAL COMMANDS
OLD TESTAMENT COMMANDS
Rightly or wrongly, we often assume that some Old Testament commandments no longer apply
while others, we feel certain, are valid for today. To properly determine which are valid we need to
understand some basic facts about the Old Testament:
First, the Old Testament contains over 600 different commands. Most are found in the Pentateuch.
Second, the Old Testament is the record of God's covenant with Israel.
Some Guidelines for Applying Old Testament Commands:
1) Is the command restated in the New Testament?
2) Is the command revoked in the New Testament?
3) What is the principle behind the Old Testament command?
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Although we are no longer under the Old Covenant, we need to remember that the laws of the Old
Covenant reflect God's character. Therefore, the principles behind these laws should still be valid,
though some specific expressions of the laws may be obsolete.

NEW TESTAMENT COMMANDS
Applying New Testament commands is simply a matter of following the guidelines already
discussed. First we need to understand the original situation. Then we need to determine whether
the situation is identical or comparable to today.
Getting to Specifics:
For many New Testament commands we don't need to find general principles behind specific
situations. Rather, we need to find specific situations to go with the general principles. For
example: “Love one another with brotherly affection” (Rom 12:10). When the commands are so
general that they become abstract, we need to move down the pyramid, considering everyday
situations faced in our time, culture and geography. We need to think creatively about ways in
which they might apply today.

APPLYING BIBLICAL EXAMPLES
Clearly there are many excellent examples in the Bible. The difficulty however is knowing which
examples we are to follow and which we should avoid. The method we use for applying a biblical
example will depend on what kind of information the author gives you about the example.
a) Explicit Examples
The biblical author tells us explicitly if a person or group is a good or bad example.
b) Implicit Examples
The example does not include an explicit statement about whether the actions are right or
wrong, but the author gives implicit approval or disapproval of what is done.
c) Other Types of Examples
Some biblical examples contain neither an explicit or implicit evaluation of a person's
actions. In such cases we need to rely on truths or principles taught elsewhere in Scripture.
Biblical authors expect us to have a basic knowledge of God's Word. In the Old Testament,
it is assumed that the reader is familiar with the Law. In the New Testament, we are
expected to know something about Christian theology and ethics. These assumptions by
the writers often explain why they don't comment on a person's actions. They expect us to
know enough to draw our own conclusions.
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APPLYING BIBLICAL PROMISES
OLD OR NEW COVENANT ?
Because we are no longer under the Old Covenant, we cannot assume the promises of that
covenant directly apply to us. In fact, most do not. Such promises are usually associated with the
blessings God promised the people of Israel if they obeyed His Law.

PROMISES VS . PRINCIPLES
A principle is not the same as a promise. A principle is usually based on who God is – God never
changes; he is the same in both Old and New Covenants. A promise is based on what God has
said he would do or not do, and both the conditions and recipients of His promise have at times
changed greatly from the Old to New Covenant.

TO WHOM IS THE PROMISE GIVEN ?
Before applying a biblical promise, we must identify the person or group to whom the promise was
originally given. Most prophetic books were written directly to Israel and Judah. We cannot ignore
the original audience and historical context of these books without serious danger of misapplying
what we read.
3 Categories of Promises directly intended for us:
1) Promises that are universal in scope
2) Promises given to the Church
3) Promises given to other groups to which we belong

CONDITIONAL OR UNCONDITIONAL
Once we conclude that a promise applies to us, we must also ask whether its fulfillment is
dependent in any way on our actions or attitudes.

IS THE PROMISE QUALIFIED BY OTHER PARTS OF SCRIPTURE ?
PROVERBS VS . PROMISES
In spite of appearance, most proverbs are not promises. They are wise sayings, principles that are
generally true of life. Those who follow the advice given in Proverbs will have wisdom for dealing
with the practical areas of life.
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THE LIMITS OF APPLICATION
GOING BEYOND WHAT GOD HAS REVEALED
It is dangerous to be dogmatic about what Scripture has not revealed.

ISSUES NOT ADDRESSED IN SCRIPTURE
As we look at God's response to issues that are covered in Scripture, we will develop spiritual
sensitivity to those issues which are not covered. Because the Lord has given us His Word and His
Spirit, this need not be idle speculation or groping in the dark.

APPLICATIONS THE AUTHOR NEVER INTENDED
If an application does not arise out the divine and human author's intent, then it doesn't carry the
authority of God's Word, even though it may be helpful and insightful.

APPLICATIONS BASED ON A FAULTY INTERPRETATION OR LOGIC
Information taken from Taking the Guesswork out of Applying the Bible by Jack Kuhatschek. IVP
Edited August, 2012
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PERSONAL	
  APPLICATION	
  QUESTIONS	
  
Below we have listed some questions to help you bring your timeless truth to a deeper level of
application. These may help with personal application on your charts or when you are looking at
how to apply things in your Bible Journal (Journaling through the Bible, Pg. 84). You don’t need to
use all these questions in every application, rather use one or two to help focus your application
into something practical and doable. This will take some time and waiting on God. Ask yourself
"Where is God specifically encouraging me? Where is He asking me to change?" Don't take this
step lightly.
1) Does this truth hit on areas of my thought life? What can I do to change?
2) Does this truth hit on areas of my relationships with my family? Friends? The opposite sex?
People I don’t get along with? Roommates? Coworkers? Boss? What can I do to change?
3) Does this truth hit on my work ethic? What can I do to change?
4) Does this truth give me direction for my life? What can I do?
5) Am I reminded of a situation where I didn’t apply this truth? What happened and why? How
could I do it differently if it happened again?
6) Am I reminded of a situation where I applied this truth? What happened and why? How can
I make sure I act in this way again?
7) Does my perception of God change? How does this change my life practically? What areas
of my life will be affected? What can I do to put this into practice?

PITFALLS IN APPLICATION
According to Josh McDowell, there are some pitfalls in application that one needs to be aware of:
1) Mistaking interpretation for application.
2) Having an emotional response to a Biblical truth but not following through to put the truth
into action.
3) Frustration may develop from not seeing quick results and changes in one's life.
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JOURNALING	
  THROUGH	
  THE	
  BIBLE	
  
The purpose of journaling through the Bible is to process and record the things that God is doing in
you life and speaking through his Word and through others. It is also meant to help you consider
how these things can be lived in practical ways. One of the things that God repeatedly encouraged
the people of Israel to do was to remember the things that the LORD did for them so that they
would continue to walk faithfully with him. Journaling is one way of putting this idea into practice.

PAGE #1 – REVIEW THE WEEK
Page one is for you to reflect back over the things that happened
in the last week. Think about what books you studied, key points
that stood out to you, historical background information you found
interesting, timeless truths that you want to remember, verses that
blessed you, etc. If there are significant things that happened in
your week apart from your study that you would like to remember
record these as well. We will be looking for the following but also
expect that it will not be limited to these things:
§
§
§
§

The names of the books you studied that week
Main Ideas
Timeless Truths
A short description of how you have seen God's
plan of redemption unfolding in these books.

REVIEW THE WEEK
- The names of the books
you studied that week
- Main Ideas
- Timeless Truths
- Redemptive history

PAGE #2 – PERSONAL CHALLENGE
Journal about one timeless truth that stood out to you in the last
week, and how God spoke to you about it. Make sure to indicate
what book and verse it comes from. This is meant to be an
extended dialogue and reflection on the timeless truth and what
God has been speaking to you. If there were other things
throughout the week that God was speaking into or that you were
wrestling with please incorporate this into your journal entry.
Consider how the timeless truth God highlighted might speak into
the things that were happening that week. We will be looking for
whether you have adequately reflected on and dialogued with the
timeless truth considering how it affects you.
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PERSONAL
CHALLENGE

Dialogue and reflect on the
timeless truth God
highlighted this week.

PAGE #3
Page 3 will be divided into three parts. The top half will be for Personal Action. The bottom half
will be for Applying the Bible in Church and Society.

Top – Personal Action
Divide the top of your page in two by drawing a line
down the center of the page. On the left hand side
answer the following question: “What action am I
going to take in the next week to apply this truth?”
Be specific. It should be a measurable action that
you can take. On the right hand side of the page
evaluate the action you took last week. What action
did you take? Was it successful? Is there any
subsequent action you would like to take?

PERSONAL ACTION

What action am I
going to take this
week to apply this
truth?

Evaluate the action
you took last week.

Applying the Bible in Church & Society

Bottom – Applying the Bible in church and
society
Pick one timeless truth that you cam across in you
studies that week and dialogue with how that TT
could affect a specific area of church and/or society.
We will be looking for the specific situation you
considered and how that timeless truth could
influence or be applied in that situation.

EVALUATING	
  THE	
  BIBLE	
  JOURNAL	
  
PAGE #1 – 30 POINTS
§
§
§

Did they adequately review the week? (Expecting a full page)
Did they include the names of books they studied, main ideas and timeless truths?
Did they go beyond the above to include other things God highlighted?

PAGE #2 - 35 POINTS
§

Did they adequately process the timeless truth that most challenged them and how God
was working through the week? (Expecting a full page of processing)

PAGE #3 – 35 POINTS
Part 1 (20 points)
§
§

Did they put their timeless truth into action?
Did they evaluate the previous week’s action?

Part 2 (15 points)
§
§

Did they choose a specific situation to consider?
Did they discuss how a timeless truth could be applied to church/society? (Expecting a half
page)

When staff evaluate the journal they will be considering how much time and effort is put into the
journal to determine a grade. But their feedback will not focus on whether the page is full or not
but on what God was doing and how he was working through that week as evidenced by your
journal. They may give suggestions for further thought but the focus is meant to be walking
with you on you journey, praying for you, discussing questions or just sharing.

